Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11
1The

Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD has anointed me to bring
good news to the poor; he has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim
liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to those who are bound; 2to
proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor, and the day of vengeance of our God; to
comfort all who mourn; 3to grant to those who mourn in Zion— to give them a
beautiful headdress instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning, the
garment of praise instead of a faint spirit; that they may be called oaks of
righteousness, the planting of the LORD, that he may be glorified. 4They shall build up
the ancient ruins; they shall raise up the former devastations; they shall repair the
ruined cities, the devastations of many generations. 8For I the LORD love justice; I hate
robbery and wrong; I will faithfully give them their recompense, and I will make an
everlasting covenant with them. 9Their offspring shall be known among the nations,
and their descendants in the midst of the peoples; all who see them shall
acknowledge them, that they are an offspring the LORD has blessed. 10I will greatly
rejoice in the LORD; my soul shall exult in my God, for he has clothed me with the
garments of salvation; he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a
bridegroom decks himself like a priest with a beautiful headdress, and as a bride
adorns herself with her jewels. 11For as the earth brings forth its sprouts, and as a
garden causes what is sown in it to sprout up, so the Lord GOD will cause
righteousness and praise to sprout up before all the nations.

1 Thessalonians 5:16–24
16Rejoice

always, 17pray without ceasing, 18give thanks in all circumstances; for this is
the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 19Do not quench the Spirit. 20Do not despise
prophecies, 21but test everything; hold fast what is good. 22Abstain from every form of
evil. 23Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you completely, and may your
whole spirit and soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus
Christ. 24He who calls you is faithful; he will surely do it.
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John 1:6–8, 19–28
6There

was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness, to
bear witness about the light, that all might believe through him. 8He was not the light,
but came to bear witness about the light. 19And this is the testimony of John, when
the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” 20He
confessed, and did not deny, but confessed, “I am not the Christ.” 21And they asked
him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the Prophet?” And he
answered, “No.” 22So they said to him, “Who are you? We need to give an answer to
those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?” 23He said, “I am the voice of one
crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’ as the prophet Isaiah
said.” 24(Now they had been sent from the Pharisees.) 25They asked him, “Then why
are you baptizing, if you are neither the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?” 26John
answered them, “I baptize with water, but among you stands one you do not know,
27even he who comes after me, the strap of whose sandal I am not worthy to untie.”
28These things took place in Bethany across the Jordan, where John was baptizing.

We extend a special welcome
to all who worship with us in
God’s House today. If you have
no church home, we invite you
to make Good Shepherd your
church home.

December 17, 2017
Third Sunday in Advent

Order of Service
Divine Service Setting 1 p. 151
Opening Hymn: The Wonder of
Christmas
Hymn of the Day: 345
5 pm only communion:
629, 349, 619
Closing: 515

Age Two-Five Year old children-The
“Quiet Activity
Tree” is in the back of the church. Pick
up a bag before church, use it and
return it and all items to the tree for the
next service.
The nursery is located in the back of
church, west door. Parents with babies
please note there is a changing table
through the south door.
The nursery is not staffed; you are
responsible for your children when
they are in the nursery.
Please sign the registration book &
include your contact information!!
Also mark communion attendance!
Need Communion at your seat?
Let pastor know before the service.

Christmas Caroling will be at
5 pm tonight. Meet at the
church at 4:30 pm. Signup
sheet is in overflow room!
There is a signup sheet for
providing crackers, cinnamon
rolls, carrots and celery for the
caroling on Sunday on the
table in the overflow room!
Be sure to check out our
facebook page for Pastor’s
daily Advent devotion! Look for
Good Shepherd Fort Dodge

THIS WEEK WITH OUR LORD
SUNDAY
8:00 am – Divine Worship
9:15 am–SS/Adult Bible Study
10:30 am – SS Children’s program
5:00 pm - Caroling
MONDAY
8:30 am – LL Preschool
12:20 pm – LL Preschool
TUESDAY
8:30 am – LL Preschool
9:00 am-Sewing
12:20 am – LL Preschool
WEDNESDAY
LL Preschool Programs
12:30 am – Advent Service
4:45 pm – Children’s Bells
5:30 pm-Meal
6:00 pm – CC classes
6:15 pm – Shep. Ringers
7:00 pm – Advent Service
Family Singers following service
THURSDAY
7:00 am- Men’s Bible Study
FRIDAY
Office Closed
SATURDAY
5:00 pm – Divine Worship
SUNDAY
8:00 am – Divine Worship
9:15 am – SS/Adult Bible Study
10:30 am – Divine Worship
7:00 pm - Christmas Eve Worship
11:00 pm – Christmas Eve Worship
MONDAY:
9:00 am–Christmas Day Worship with
HC
TUESDAY:
Office Closed

Acolytes:
10:30 am
Caden Konecne
Austin Jaeschke
Greeters:
Hank & Rita Milberger
Ushers:
Rich Neumann
LaVerne Dass
Willis Kester
Jerry Bossart
Organist:
Joan Arndt
Advent
Joan Arndt
Jan Altemeier
Elder in Charge of Communion:
Dwight Wedemeyer
In Our Prayers:
Russ Licht
Marlene Chaney
Geraldine Licht
Baptismal Birthdays:
Joleen Allers-Dec 16
Dwight Wedemeyer-Dec 16
Mark Hilken-Dec 18
Susie Birnbaum-Dec 19
Brexton Hines-Dec 19
Jean Barnett-Dec 22
Rick Koob-Dec 22
Ann Roberson-Dec 22
Att:
Gifts to the Lord:
Budget Giving:
Envelope/Plate/Auto
Deposits-$6871
Social Min-$50
Total of all Gifts: $6921
Sound System Wiring-$2000

Introit for Third Sunday in Advent
P: Show us your steadfast love, O LORD,
C: and grant us your salvation.
P: Let me hear what God the LORD will speak,
C: for he will speak peace to his people, to his saints; but let them not turn back
to folly.
P: Surely his salvation is near to those who fear him,
C: that glory may dwell in our land.
P: Yes, the LORD will give what is good,
C: and our land will yield its increase.
P: Righteousness will go before him
C: and make his footsteps away.
ALL: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the
beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
P: Show us your steadfast love, O LORD,
C: and grant us your salvation.

Collect for Third Sunday in Advent
Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to lighten the darkness of
our hearts by Your gracious visitation; for You live and reign with the Father and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

WORD OF GOD VERSE

833 v 3 Listen, God Is Calling

Leader: Listen,
All: listen, God is calling Through the Word inviting,
Offering forgiveness, Comfort, and joy.
Leader: Help us to be faithful,
All: Standing steadfast,
Leader: Walking in Your teachings,
All: Led by Your Word.
Leader: Listen,
All: listen, God is calling Through the Word inviting,
Offering forgiveness, Comfort, and joy.

The Wonder of Christmas Candle Lighting Ceremony for Advent
Choir or Soloist Sings
Responsive Litany:
Reader: During Advent we listen for the wonder of God’s Word.
C: Speak to us, O Lord, for our hearts are open.
Reader: During Advent we reach beyond he noise and distractions of
this world.
C: Speak to us, O Lord, for our hearts are open.
Reader: During Advent we ponder the good news that is our great joy.
C: Speak to us, O Lord, for our hearts are open.
Reader: During Advent we speak words of hope to those engaged in
life’s struggles.
C: Speak to us, O Lord, for our hearts are open.
Reader: During Advent we offer words of peace to those overcome by
life’s fears.
Candle lighting:

Wednesday Menu: Walking tacos,
fruit. Congregational members are
welcome to join us at the meal!!
There is a freewill donation basket if
you wish to help with costs.
Poinsettias are needed for
Advent/Christmas. If you wish to
bring one, please put in the church.
Thank you!
There will be joy in December, but
no JOY group. We will see you in
January!
Christmas Service Schedule:
Dec 24-5 pm– 8 am– 10:30 am
9:15 am-SS/Adult Bible Study
Christmas Eve–7 pm & 11 pm
Christmas Day with Holy
Communion – 9 am
Dec 31-5 pm-8 am-10:30 am
9:15 am-SS/Adult Bible Study
New Year’s Eve with Holy
Communion – 5 pm
Money management? As we get
ready to start a new year, new
beginnings, we think about our budget
and how maybe we can save more or
pay off debt. Well in January we will
once again be offering Financial Peace
University, by Dave Ramsey. This will
be a 9 week program, beginning on
Sunday, Jan. 14th at 1pm-3pm, we will
also offer it on Thursday, Jan. 18th at
6pm-8pm. We will meet in the chapel
and then we may break up into small
groups., depending on the size of the
group. This is a great guide to helping
you stay on track. Just stop or call St.
Paul Lutheran Church at 400 So. 13th
St., 515-955-7285.

Stewardship Corner: 1
Thessalonians 5:18 “Give thanks
in all circumstances; for this is
the will of God in Christ Jesus for
you.” Christians express their
thanks to God in many ways: in
prayer, in giving to the Lord, in
acts of service to others, in
faithful living in their daily
callings. Everything we do to
honor God in our lives is a
means of returning thanks for the
Lord’s many gifts to us.
"Life Narrows Down" John the
Baptist had a passion for the
Lamb of God. What's your
passion in life? How far into the
future will it take you? Hear about it
on the Lutheran Hour KJYL (100.7) 6
pm. Sunday, KTLB (105.9 FM) at 8:00
am Sunday, KHBT 97.7 FM 12 pm
Sunday, WHO-1040, 7:30 am Sunday.
Log on to www.lhm.org for other stations
and details. Hear Woman-to-Woman on
Saturdays over Boone station 1260 AM
at 1:30 pm

When emailing Pastor please
use his new email address that is
on the front of the bulletin,
pastor@goodshepfortdodge.org

“The hinge of history can be
found on a Bethlehem door.”
Evangelist J. John – A Life Quote from
Lutherans For Life • www.lutheransforlife.org

The new picture directories are
in. If you had your picture taken
the first time or the last time you
get a new one! They are in the
church office.

Jr. & Sr. C.I.A. Sledding &
Activities at Twin Lakes will be
Sun. Jan 7. We will leave church at
2:30 pm and return approximately
7:30 pm. Permission slips will be
handed out soon and the due date
is Wed Dec 27.
Building Healthy Families: Over
the coming Christmas season we
will spend more time together than
usual with our families. As you
gather, keep a watchful eye out for
excessive negative talk including
complaining, fault-finding, and
passing on gossip. Sharing gossip
and negative messages of gloom
and doom is not only sinful and
dishonoring to our Father, it also
fosters a depressing atmosphere in
the home (…and in the church).
Instead, look hard for the positive
and talk about it often! “Whatever is
pure, whatever is lovely…think on
these things.” Philippians 4:8 Lutheran
Family Service 573-3138, LFSiowa.org.
Support Good Shepherd by
shopping! Amazon will donate 0.5%
of the price of your eligible
AmazonSmile purchases to Good
Shepherd Lutheran Church
whenever you shop on
AmazonSmile. You can select a
different charitable organization
after signing in. AmazonSmile is the
same Amazon you know. Same
products, same prices, same
service. Support your charitable
organization by shopping at
smile.amazon.com

Don’t forget to direct your
Choice Dollars through Thrivent
Financial. Call 1-800-847-4836
and choose, direct Choice
Dollars. They will ask for your
phone number and date of birth.
They can be directed to Good
Shepherd or other Lutheran
non-profit organizations.
We are inviting all ladies of the
congregation to join us in LWML. It
is a wonderful opportunity for
fellowship with your Sisters in
Christ. We have 4 Circles that
meet and four times a year we all
come together.
Dorcas meets
2nd Thursday at 6:30 p.m.; contact
Holly Vogt 571-6860
Hannah meets
2nd Tuesday at 6:45 p.m.; contact
Annie DeBoer 573-8571
Mary meets
2nd Tuesday at 10:00 a.m.;
Contact Wanda Wiese 955-7240
Martha meets
2nd Wednesday at 1:30 p.m.;
contact Judy Koch 576-1935.
If you are interested in any of these
circles please call the contact
person.

Thank you to the Good
Shepherd Lutheran Church
Congregation for remembering
me at Christmas time with the
$50.00 gift card. It is not easy to
lose a loved one and I miss him
but know he isn't hurting
anymore!! I appreciate your
thoughtfulness and wish all of
you a blessed Christmas!!
Sincerely in Christ our Savior!–
Donna Hovick

Some Christmas Reminders
* May the Christmas GIFTS remind us of
God’s greatest gift, His only Son.
* May the Christmas CANDLES remind us of
Him who is the “Light of the world.”
* May the Christmas TREES remind us of
another tree upon which he died.
* May the Christmas CHEER remind us of
Him who said, “Be of good cheer.”
* May the Christmas FEAST remind us of Him
who is “the Bread of Life.”
* May the Christmas BELLS remind us of the
glorious proclamation of His birth.
* May the Christmas CAROLS remind us of
the son the angels sang, “Glory to God in the
Highest!”
* May the Christmas SEASON remind us in
every way of Jesus Christ our King!
http://www.tonycooke.org/holiday-resources/christmas_illustrations/

