THE EPIPHANY OF OUR LORD
People Who Don’t Belong
January 9-10, 2021

AS WE GATHER
We reflect today on what it means to belong. We may often feel out of place at school, at work, or perhaps even in our
congregation. Perhaps the Wise Men felt like they were out of place in Jerusalem. Yet, regardless of feelings, God invites all
people from all nations to be heirs of His kingdom. In Christ, we all belong, and we always will.
 PREPARATION 

HYMN

395 O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright
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O let the harps break forth in sound!
Our joy be all with music crowned,
Our voices gladly blending!
For Christ goes with us all the way—
Today, tomorrow, ev’ry day!
His love is never ending!
Sing out! Ring out!
Jubilation!
Exultation!
Tell the story!
Great is He, the King of Glory!
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INVOCATION
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.
OPENING SENTENCES
Pastor: Arise, shine, for your light has come!
People: Jesus Christ is the Light of the world.
Pastor: All the nations shall come to the light of Christ.
People: Kings shall bring Him gifts.
Pastor: For Christ reveals the mystery hidden through the ages,
People: that all nations are partakers of the promise in Jesus Christ.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
Pastor: Through the Gospel, all people are fellow heirs of salvation and members of the same Body. Yet there have been
times when we have failed to live in unity, when we have failed to treat our brothers and sisters in Christ with respect and
honor. Our heavenly Father invites us to return to Him and ask for His forgiveness.
Silence for reflection.
Pastor: Heavenly Father,
People: we confess that we have not loved You with our whole heart. We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We have created division and discord. We have hidden the light of Christ from others. For the sake of Your Son,
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us with the light of Christ, that we may delight in Your
will and walk in Your ways. Amen.
Pastor: Almighty God in His mercy sent His Son, Jesus, into our world to shine as a light for all people, including You. Jesus
has died for your sins and is risen for your righteousness. Therefore, as a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen. We are partakers of the promise. We are forgiven in Christ.

 WORD 
HYMN

367 Angels from the Realms of Glory
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KYRIE
P: In peace let us pray to the Lord.

P: For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.

P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.

P: For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord.

P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
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HYMN OF PRAISE

394 Songs of Thankfulness and Praise
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SALUTATION
Pastor: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Pastor: Let us pray. Lord Jesus Christ, in Your incarnation, You dwelt among us in light and love. Help us to be light to those
who do not know You and to share Your love with those who are in darkness, for You live and reign with the Father and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
People:
Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT READING

Isaiah 60:1–6 (The nations shall come to Your light.)
Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you. 2For behold, darkness shall cover the
earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the LORD will arise upon you, and his glory will be seen upon you. 3And nations
shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your rising. 4Lift up your eyes all around, and see; they all gather
together, they come to you; your sons shall come from afar, and your daughters shall be carried on the hip. 5Then you shall
see and be radiant; your heart shall thrill and exult, because the abundance of the sea shall be turned to you, the wealth of
the nations shall come to you. 6A multitude of camels shall cover you, the young camels of Midian and Ephah; all those
from Sheba shall come. They shall bring gold and frankincense, and shall bring good news, the praises of the LORD.
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Pastor:
People:

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE
Ephesians 3:1–12
(The mystery hidden for ages)
1
For this reason I, Paul, a prisoner for Christ Jesus on behalf of you Gentiles— 2assuming that you have heard of the
stewardship of God’s grace that was given to me for you, 3how the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as I have
written briefly. 4When you read this, you can perceive my insight into the mystery of Christ, 5which was not made known to
the sons of men in other generations as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit. 6This
mystery is that the Gentiles are fellow heirs, members of the same body, and partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus
through the gospel. 7Of this gospel I was made a minister according to the gift of God’s grace, which was given me by the
working of his power. 8To me, though I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given, to preach to the Gentiles the
unsearchable riches of Christ, 9and to bring to light for everyone what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God
who created all things, 10so that through the church the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known to the rulers
4

and authorities in the heavenly places. 11This was according to the eternal purpose that he has realized in Christ Jesus our
Lord, 12in whom we have boldness and access with confidence through our faith in him.
Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
VERSE Matthew 2:2b
Alleluia. Where is He who has been born king of the Jews? For we saw His star when it rose and have come to
worship Him. Alleluia.

HOLY GOSPEL

Matthew 2:1–12

(The Magi visit Jesus.)

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the second chapter.
People: Glory to You, O Lord.
1Now

after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise men from the east came to Jerusalem,
“Where is he who has been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” 3When
Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; 4and assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he
inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. 5They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the prophet: 6“‘And you,
O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who will shepherd
my people Israel.’” 7Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time the star had appeared. 8And he
sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child, and when you have found him, bring me word, that I too may
come and worship him.” 9After listening to the king, they went on their way. And behold, the star that they had seen when it rose went
before them until it came to rest over the place where the child was. 10When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy.
11And going into the house they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening their
treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh. 12And being warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they departed
to their own country by another way.
2saying,

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to You, O Christ.

HYMN OF THE DAY

399 The Star Proclaims the King Is Here
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SERMON
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CREED

Apostles' Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who
was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was
buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at
the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in
the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the
body, and the life T everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

Response from LSB 400:1

Pastor: Lord Jesus Christ, You are the Light of the world,
People: dawn on our darkness and lend us Thine aid.
Pastor: Lord, there are many divisions in the church, divisions based on class, race, wealth, and age, divisions that need not
exist. Bring unity where there is division, peace where there is discord, and reconciliation where there is conflict. Light of
the world,
People: dawn on our darkness and lend us Thine aid.
Pastor: Lord, strengthen all marriages, encourage those who are single, and help us to recognize the value of each person,
for Your redemption stretches to all people. Light of the world,
People: dawn on our darkness and lend us Thine aid.
Pastor: Lord, bless all pastors, teachers, church planters, missionaries, musicians, and servants in Your Church. Embolden
them as they seek to reflect Your light to all the nations. Light of the world,
People: dawn on our darkness and lend us Thine aid.
Pastor: Lord, look with favor upon all who are sick, injured, and recovering, [especially . . .]. Have mercy upon them, and heal
them according to Your good and gracious will. Light of the world,
People: dawn on our darkness and lend us Thine aid.
Pastor: Lord, shine Your light of hope upon all those who are caregivers. Send them rest and peace, knowing that in You their
labor is not in vain. Light of the world,
People: dawn on our darkness and lend us Thine aid.
Pastor: Lord, we commend all of these things to Your caring hands, trusting in Your mercy to all people. Light of the world,
People: dawn on our darkness and lend us Thine aid.

OFFERING – Collected in the back

OFFERTORY
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LORD’S PRAYER

Matthew 6:9–13

People: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is
in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

BENEDICTION
Pastor:
People:

HYMN

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. The Lord
look upon you with favor and  give you peace.
Amen.

380 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing
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