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On the Night in which He Was Betrayed
The communion liturgy allows us to take part in the story of the salvation Jesus won for us!
By Kent A. Heimbigner
IF ONLY I COULD HAVE BEEN THERE. If only I could have seen Jesus’ miracles, His triumphal entry, His death on the
cross. Then it would all seem so much more real to me!
Have you ever felt like that? Many people have! Maybe that’s why movies and plays about Jesus are so popular with
Christians, even though only the Bible tells the story of Jesus’ life without error.
Yet, every time we take part in the liturgy of the Lord’s Supper, we actually take part in the inerrant story of the salvation
Jesus won for us!
The Sanctus: We are not alone
How many attended the last communion service at your church? A couple dozen? A thousand? Brace yourself. The real
figure was in the millions! That’s exactly the truth we recognize when we speak “together with angels and archangels and all
the company of heaven.”
As we sing the Sanctus—”Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Sabaoth! Heaven and earth are full of Your glory”—we simply join
the holy angels in singing what they sing “day and night,” never stopping (Rev. 4:8). We get another glimpse of that great,
angelic, heavenly worship in Is. 6:3.
The Sanctus joins the song of the faithful in heaven with the song of the faithful on earth. As Jesus prepared to enter the
holy city on Palm Sunday, the people cried out “Hosanna! Hosanna!” meaning, “Lord, save us now!” So we, too, plead with
Him in faith to “save us now” by giving us His body to eat and His blood to drink, so to forgive our sins and save us anew.
If your congregation uses Lutheran Worship, a prayer of “thanks in advance” for what we are about to receive follows the
Sanctus. It asks God to prepare our hearts. The Lord’s Prayer follows.
If you use The Lutheran Hymnal, you go straight into the Lord’s Prayer. This prayer fills our hearts with thanksgiving too,
for as we pray “forgive us our trespasses,” we know God is about to answer that prayer by giving us the Lord’s Supper “for
the forgiveness of sins.”
Jesus speaks
Then we hear the voice of our Lord Himself, saying, “Take, eat; this is my body,” and “Drink of it, all of you; this is my blood
of the New Testament, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.”
In the Sacrament, Christ’s body and blood are truly present in, with and under the bread and wine.
How can that be? The Formula of Concord, one of our Lutheran Confessions, gives the Biblical answer: “No man’s word or
work, be it the merit or the speaking of the minister, be it the eating and drinking of the faith of communicants, can effect the
true presence of the body and blood of Christ in the Supper. This is to be ascribed only to the almighty power of God and the
Word, institution and ordinance of our Lord Jesus Christ.”
Jesus’ word does what it says.
Listening to Him
Faith hears what Jesus has to say. Jesus says, “Take, eat,” and, “Take, drink.” In faith, that is what we do. We do not presume to use the body and blood of Jesus for any other purpose. We eat it and drink it for the forgiveness of sins, as our Lord
says to do.
Additionally, Jesus says, “Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” How often? This He does not say. We
do know, however, that the earliest Christians celebrated Holy Communion at least weekly. Our Lutheran Confessions simply assume the same thing. Out of respect for our Lord’s words, those who themselves do not wish to commune every week
will certainly not want to prevent their fellow Christians from receiving the Holy Supper as often as they desire it.
The peace of the Lord
The Crucified one, whose body and blood we receive, is also truly risen from the dead. Again using the mouth of a mortal
pastor, Jesus speaks to us as He did to His chosen disciples on that first Easter evening. His word are words of peace, and
those words bestow the peace that they name.
Our personal Easter
As Christ comes to be among us, we begin by singing what was sung on Palm Sunday. We pray the prayer our Lord gave
us. Then we hear His Maundy Thursday words about His Good-Friday-shed blood.
Thus we participate in Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday and Good Friday as often as we eat that bread and drink that cup!
What is more, where there is forgiveness of sins there is also life and salvation. Therefore, the Lord’s Supper is for us on
Easter as well. Our spiritually once-dead souls have now received the resurrection peace of the Lord.
At every communion service, we are privileged to take part in the unfolding of all the great events of our salvation. We receive the forgiveness of sins and all that comes with it. And we do so in the presence of angels and archangels and all the
company of heaven.
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Transfers/Releases
Transfer Out: Brittney Hindman to St Paul, Ankeny
Funerals: Bernice Ricke-January 17
LWML NOTES
LWML Board Meeting is Tuesday, March 5 at
1:00 pm.
Don’t forget to direct your Choice Dollars through
Thrivent Financial. Call 1-800-847-4836 and
choose, direct Choice Dollars. They will ask for
your phone number and date of birth. They can be
directed to Good Shepherd or other Lutheran nonprofit organizations.
Strengthening Your Marriage Workshop-Good
Shepherd IDW is sponsoring this workshop which will
help married couples to: focus on their marriage, grow
in their communication skills, have time to process with
each other, celebrate the marriage with which God has
blessed them, and couples will enjoy the fellowship of
other married couples. Join us on Sat, March 2. Check
in 8:30-8:50 am; Workshop: 9am-2pm; Cost: $40 per
couple (payable the morning of the workshop to
IDW). Morning refreshments & lunch will be provided. Indicate on registration if you have childcare
needs. Register at the Iowa District West website https://

www.surveymonkey.com/r/Strengthening_Marriages_Workshop.

Registrations must be made by Feb 25. Questions about
this event can be directed to Rhonda Mohr at 576-7666.

Ash Wednesday Services will be on Wednesday,
March 6 at 12:30 and 7 pm. Lenten Services will be
on March 13, 20, 27, April 3 and 10 at 12:30 and 7
pm.
The 2019 flower chart is on the bulletin board by the
front door if you wish to sign up!
If you have your palm branch from last year please bring
to the church office so we can prepare our Ash Wednesday ashes! Thanks!

Movie and pizza night will be on Friday,
March 8 at 5:30 pm.
The Good Shepherd Lutheran Church and Legacy Committee would like to thank everyone who came out and
supported the Chili Feed Talent show and fundraiser. The
Committee raised $783 and had expenses of $463.84 resulting in a net profit of $319.16. The Committee will accept donations at any time if you were not able to attend
the event.

The signup sheet for catechism parents to provide
dessert, and help in cleaning up is on the table in the
church overflow. All parents need to pick a date or
dates!
C.I.A. Youth and
Sunday School
Sunday, March 3-Jr & Sr Twin Lakes Sledding & Gym Activities (reschedule from Feb 17) Leaving church @ 2:30
and return approximately 7:30. Be sure to bring winter
gear (you will likely get wet) and dry clothes and tennis
shoes for the gym activities.
Sunday, March 10-Sr ESCAPE ROOM - 5:00 - p.m. - 8:00
p.m. - Bring your own drink. Friends are welcome. We do
need to have an RSVP by 5:00 p.m. February 24 to ensure we have enough supplies.
After much discussion, it has been decided that the C.I.A.
Silent Drama will be discontinued. Instead, Sr. C.I.A. will
be involved in the Good Friday service in different
ways. Youth - please watch for more details.
The cost for Lutheran Witness this year is $22.68.
Cleaning Out or Downsizing? The General Store, 12 N
25th St, Fort Dodge is in need of gently used clothing. Proceeds go to provide needed revenue for Village services
to people with disabilities in our area. Drop off on the
south side of the building.
Endowment and Legacy Fund. If you or a committee you
serve on has a special need for funds please pick up an
application at the church office The deadline for submitting
applications is April 7th. Also, any requests for scholarship
funds for anyone going in to church work or Christian Education must also be submitted by April 7th. The Endowment Committee will meet after April 7th to award funds.
Ladies, you are invited to the “Ladies Night Out” on Tuesday, March 12 at 6 pm. Pastor and his group of men have
invited you to a night of relaxation. Join us for a three
course meal, fellowship and some time God’s Word.
Please RSVP to the church office with your name, phone
number and the number attending!

March 2019
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

1 8:15 am-

2 8:30 am-

7 7 am-Men’s Bible 8 8:15 amStudy
8:15 amLL Preschool
12 pm-LL
Preschool
5 pm-Beacon Meal
6:30 pm-Financial
Peace

LL Preschool
12 pm-LL
Preschool
5:30 pm-Movie
& Pizza Night

9 5 pm-

14 7 am-Men’s

15 8:15 am-

16 5 pm-

LL Preschool
12 pm-LL
Preschool

3 8 am-Divine

4 12 pm-LL

5 8:15 am-

6 8:15 am – LL Preschool

LL Preschool
8:30 am-Pastor
Winkle
9:00 am-Sewing
12 pm-LL
Preschool
1:00 pm-LWML Bd.

12:00 pm – LL Preschool
12:30 pm – Ash Wed.
Service
4:45 pm – Children’s Bells
5:30 pm – Meal;
Family Singers
6:00 pm – CC Classes
6:15 pm – Shepherd
Ringers
7:00 pm – Ash Wed. Service
with HC

10 8 am-Divine

11 12 pm-LL

12 8:15 am-

13 8:15 am-LL

worship with HC
9:15 am-SS/Adult
Bible Study
10:30 am-Divine
Worship
5 pm-Jr & Sr
Sledding

worship
9:15 am-SS/
Adult Bible
Study
10:30 am-Divine
Worship with
HC

Preschool

Preschool

6:30 pmCompassionate Friends

5 pm-Sr CIA
ESCAPE!

Daylight
Savings Time
Begins

LL Preschool
9:00 amSewing
1:30 pm-Fr.
Haven Comm.
4 pm-Ch.
Outreach
6 pm-Ladies
Night Out

Preschool
12 pm-LL
Preschool
12:30 pm – Lenten
Service
4:45 pm – Children’s Bells
5:15-Praise Team
5:30 pm – Meal;
Family Singers
6:00 pm – CC Classes
6:15 pm – Shepherd Ringers
7:00 pm – Lenten
Service

Saturday

Bible Study

8:15 amLL Preschool
12 pm-LL
Preschool
6:30 pmFinancial Peace

LL Preschool
12 pm-LL
Preschool

Strengthening
Marriage
Workshop
5 pm-Divine
Worship

Divine
Worship

Divine
Worship
with HC

17 8 am-Divine

18 12 pm-LL

19 8:15 am-

20 8:15 am-LL Preschool

21

22

23

24 8 am-Divine

25

26 8:15 am-

27 8:15 am-

28 7 am-Men’s

29 8:15 am-

30

worship
9:15 am-SS/
Adult Bible
Study
10:30 am-Divine
Worship

worship
9:15 am-SS/
Adult Bible
Study
10:30 am-Divine
Worship

31 8 am-Divine

worship
9:15 am-SS/
Adult Bible
Study
10:30 am-Divine
Worship

Preschool

LL Preschool
9:00 am-Sewing
11:30-JOY Group
12 pm-LL
Preschool
6:15-Ch Mgmt
6:30-Trustees;
7:00-Council

LL Preschool
9:00 amSewing
6:30 pm-Elders

10:30 am-Lamplighters
12 pm-LL Preschool
12:30 pm – Lenten Service
4:45 pm – Children’s Bells
5:15-Praise Team
5:30 pm – Meal; Family
Singers
6:00 pm – CC Classes
6:15 pm – Shepherd
Ringers
7:00 pm – Lenten
Service

LL Preschool
12 pm-LL Preschool
12:30 pm – Lenten Service
4:45 pm – Children’s Bells
5:30 pm – Meal;
Family Singers
6:00 pm – CC Classes
6:15 pm – Shepherd
Ringers
7:00 pm – Lenten Service

7 am-Men’s
Bible Study
6:30 pmFinancial Peace

LL Pre8:15 amschool
LL Preschool
12 pm-LL
12 pm-LL
Preschool
Preschool
6:30-Ch.
6:30 pmOutreach
Financial Peace LEGO build
Bible Study

5 pmDivine
Worship

5 pmDivine
Worship

*Times and
dates are
subject to
change

Good Shepherd
Lutheran Church
1436 21st Ave N
Fort Dodge IA 50501
Phone: 515-573-3174
Email: goodshep@frontiernet.net
Pastor Nicholas Thackery

Pastor Email:

pastor@goodshepfortdodge.org

We’re on the web

www.goodshepfortdodge.org
Check us out on Facebook
Good Shepherd Fort Dodge

Everything we have and everything we are is a gift of God’s providential care. We understand that we’re not islands unto ourselves. We could not exist
without those who have gone before us and those who walk alongside us. God has given us forefathers in family, country, and faith. We are recipients of
what God worked through them. We know God provides for our well-being through these means. He gives us farmers and ranchers so we can eat. But more
than that, God created and gave us all the things those farmers and ranchers cultivate. He gave us the corn, the beans, the wheat, the cows for milking, the
steers for grilling. He gave each of those things for our nourishment and sustenance. Without God creating and instilling in those things their taste, their nutritional value, etc., we would not exist.
God gives us doctors, surgeons, nurses, and hospitals. He gives us medicine and medical instruments, and, of course, He gave us everything to make those
medicines and medical instruments. He instilled in those things the properties to be utilized for those purposes. Without God creating and instilling healing
properties into those things – and without God creating the ability within man to learn this and implement it to serve our medical needs – we would not enjoy
the health we do now.
But there’s more. He gives us gainful employment through our employers and provides for the necessities of life through the labor of our hands: “Then Moses said to the people of Israel, ‘See, the Lord has called by name Bezalel the son of Uri, son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah; and he has filled him with the
Spirit of God, with skill, with intelligence, with knowledge, and with all craftsmanship, to devise artistic designs, to work in gold and silver and bronze, in cutting stones for setting, and in carving wood, for work in every skilled craft. And he has inspired him to teach, both him and Oholiab the son of Ahisamach of
the tribe of Dan.’ ” (Exodus 35:30–34) And one step back from that, He has created and given us hands, and attached to hands are arms with strength. He
created us with minds to make those arms and hands move and accomplish the work set before us. And with that mind, He has given us reason and senses.
That mind, because of the reason God has instilled in it, is able to work through difficult problems before we press those arms and hands into labor. It allows
us to grapple with concepts and run through scenarios instead of having to experience every situation personally. It allows us to learn from the mistakes, as
well as from the accomplishments, of ourselves and others. This can be done for our entire body, all our skills and talents, everything that makes us … us.
So, everything we have and everything we are is a gift from Him. This is what we confess in the First Article of the Creed when we say that we “believe in
God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.”
But that is just the First Article of the Creed. We confess two more articles that deal with God’s provision for our spiritual well-being. He sent his Son to die
and be raised on the third day for our justification. He delivers that justification through the means of grace (baptism, preaching and the Word of God, and the
Lord’s Supper). And to give you those means of grace, He gives pastors and teachers, etc. Literally everything we have and everything we are in this life –
and the next – is an inexpressible gift from God.
And it is for this, all of this, that we give thanks. And that is what stewardship is all about — giving thanks for God’s provision for us. To give thanks is more
than having an attitude of gratitude, more than just a feeling in our hearts.
It is an action. It begins in the heart, but it doesn’t stay there. It works its way out through the mouth in praise for God’s gifts and in love and charity through
the hands to our neighbors in family, country, and church.
“For all this it is my duty to thank and praise, serve and obey him” (The Small Catechism, 16).
So give thanks to God for His inexpressible gifts — for everything we have and everything we are. Do this not only in word but also in deed.
From LCMS Stewardship Ministry

