-Jr & Sr CIA Sledding at Twin Lakes is Jan 6, 2:30 pm. to 7:30 pm.
“Christmas celebrates more than just Jesus’ birthday. This historical event
testifies to unchangeable truth about humankind and our Almighty Maker. It
bestows upon us the honor of a special connection to the Lord God that
makes us more precious than any other creature. It forms the foundation for
all peace and love and joy and hope by revealing His salvation and testifying
to how we participate in His everlasting life. Christmas profoundly proves the
Gospel to be our history, identity, and destiny, and it proclaims a distinctly
life-affirming reality.” Rev. Michael W. Salemink, executive director of Lutherans For
Life – A Life Quote from Lutherans For Life • www.lutheransforlife.org

The LWML has adopted a seminary student for the 2018-2019 school
year. We would like to invite all members of the congregation to send him
Christmas cards. Here is the necessary information:
Chase Lefort, c/o Fort Wayne Theological Seminary, Campus Box # 378,
6600 North Clinton Street, Fort Wayne, IN 46825-4996
LWML Omelet Brunch Rescheduled The new date is January 13th from 9
am-12 noon. Come and see Pastor flipping those omelets. Free will offering
to support our seminary student. The signup sheets have been placed on
table in overflow. Signup sheets from the postponed brunch are being used,
so please check if you have any changes.

1436 21st Ave N
Fort Dodge, IA 50501
Office E-mail
office@goodshepfortdodge.org
Church Office 573-3174
Nicholas Thackery, Pastor
Pastor’s Cell-712-480-0603
Michele’s cell - 712-480-0604
pastor@goodshepfortdodge.org

Website
www.goodshepfortdodge.org
We are on Facebook-look for
Good Shepherd Fort Dodge
Preschool
576-6308

We extend a special welcome
to all who worship with us in
God’s House today. If you have
no church home, we invite you
to make Good Shepherd your
church home.

December 23, 2018
Fourth Sunday in
Advent

Order of Service
Divine Service Setting 2 p. 167
5 pm and 8 am
Opening Hymn: 357 vv 1-4
Hymn of the Day: 357 vv 5-7
Closing: 361
10:30 am
Opening Hymn: “Adore You”
Sermon Hymn: “O Little Town”
Closing Hymn: 387
Age Two-Five Year old children-The
“Quiet Activity
Tree” is in the back of the church. Pick
up a bag before church, use it and
return it and all items to the tree for the
next service.
The nursery is located in the back of
church, west door. Parents with babies
please note there is a changing table
through the south door.
The nursery is not staffed; you are
responsible for your children when
they are in the nursery.
Please sign the registration book &
include your contact information!!
Also mark communion attendance!
Need Communion at your seat?
Let pastor know before the service.

The signup sheet for
catechism parents to provide
dessert, and help in cleaning up
is on the table in the church
overflow. All parents need to
pick a date or dates.
LWML is collecting an
ingathering for Lutheran Family
Services for their mission trip to
Haiti. We are collecting flip
flops, band aids, and over
counter medication such as
Tylenol/Advil, etc. Please bring
donations by December 27th.

THIS WEEK WITH OUR LORD
SUNDAY
8:00 am-Divine Worship
10:30 am –Divine Worship
MONDAY
7:00 pm – Christmas Eve Worship
11:00 pm – Candlelight Service
TUESDAY
9:00 am – Christmas Day Worship
with HC
SATURDAY
5:00 pm – Divine Worship
SUNDAY
8:00 am-Divine worship
9:15 am- Adult Bible Study
10:30 am – Worship Service
MONDAY
5:00 pm – New Year’s Eve
Worship with HC
No Children’s Sunday School
today or December 30th!
Men’s Morning Bible Study will
not meet on December 26th or
January 3.
It’s that time of year again when
the Lord’s Cupboard needs our
help! The Lord’s Cupboard does a
great job of helping others in need
so let’s help by collecting items for
the Lord’s Cupboard!
Thank you to everyone for your
kind gifts, cards and wishes. It was
greatly appreciated!-Karen
Musselman
Thank you for the gifts and cards I
received for Christmas. I appreciate
your thoughtfulness. Renee Koob

Acolytes:
5:00 pm-Diego & Mateo Ron
Greeters:
Mark & Kathy Hilken
Ushers:
Rich Neumann
LaVerne Dass
Monty Fisher
Jerry Bossart
Organist/Pianists:
Joan Arndt
Christmas Eve –
Jan Altemeier, Joan Arndt
Christmas Day: Judy Zoch
Elder in Charge of
Communion:
Mark HIlken
In Our Prayers:
Dale Ricke
Mark Hilken
Rita Milberger
Celebration of Life Birthdays:
Ruby Dencklau-Dec 23
Larry Roseke-Dec 25
Sharon McNeil-Dec 27
Baptismal Anniversaries:
Kelli Riessen-Dec 23
Kayla Roberts-Dec 24
April Jawish-Dec 25
Aaron Haubrich-Dec 27
Attendance – 42, 52
59, 69, 198
Gifts to the Lord:
Budget Giving:
Envelope/Plate/Auto
Deposits-$6306
Total of all Gifts: $6306
The 2019 flower chart is on the
bulletin board by the front door
if you wish to sign up!

Stewardship Corner: Luke 1:45 –
“And blessed is she who believed
that there would be a fulfillment of
what was spoken to her from the
Lord.” The Lord always fulfills what
He promises. We can be certain of
that, and He has proven it over and
over again. This faith in the Lord’s
own faithfulness is what gives us the
courage to follow the Lord’s
commands in the face of the world’s
anger and resistance. The same
faithfulness in God gave Mary the
courage to carry on in her seemingly
embarrassed circumstances.
End-of-year contributions:
Generally, a contribution is effective
when received. Donors must deliver
or mail (postmark) checks on or
before December 31 in order to claim
a charitable deduction for 2018.
Checks that are placed in the church
offering during the first worship
service of 2019 will not qualify for a
charitable contribution deduction in
2018 even if the check was written in
2018. However, checks that are
written, mailed, and postmarked in
2018 will be deductible in 2018 even
if they are not received by a church
until 2019 (same principle would
apply even if donation given
electronically).
Sledding Party will be on Friday,
January 25 from 6:30-8:30 pm at the
church. Hot chocolate and popcorn
and cookies will be served. Please
sign up by Sunday, January 20.

"The King's Strength" A true
king's strength is seen, not in
vaults and arsenals, but in the
loyalty of his people. We
celebrate the birth of the King
who won the victory, not by
taxing his subjects and killing
his enemies, but by serving,
loving and dying for them. By
his resurrection, He destroyed
the power of sin and lends us
strength to become His loyal
subjects. Hear about it on the
Lutheran Hour KJYL (100.7) 6 pm.
Sunday, KTLB (105.9 FM) at 8:00 am
Sunday, KHBT 97.7 FM 12 pm
Sunday, WHO-1040, 7:30 am Sunday.
Log on to www.lhm.org for other
stations and details. Hear Woman-toWoman on Saturdays over Boone
station 1260 AM at 1:30 pm

Did You Know: Someone once
said, “Marriage is not just
spiritual communion, it is also
remembering to take out the
trash.” What have you done
lately to show your spouse how
much you appreciate them?
During these busy days of
preparation for the coming
Christmas celebrations, a
handwritten note, an
unexpected and gentle physical
touch, affirming words,
preparing a favorite meal or
joyfully helping with household
responsibilities are simple ways
to let your spouse know just
how much they mean to you.
Lutheran Family Service 573-3138
LFSiowa.org.

Introit for Fourth Sunday in Advent
P: My soul magnifies the Lord,
C: and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior.
P: My mouth derides my enemies,
C: because I rejoice in your salvation.
P: There is none holy like the LORD;
C: there is none besides you; there is no rock like our God.
P: The barren has borne seven,
C: but she who has many children is forlorn.
P: The LORD kills and brings to life;
C: he brings down to Sheol and raises up.
P: The LORD makes poor and makes rich;
C: he brings low and he exalts.
ALL: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
P: My soul magnifies the Lord,
C: and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior.
Collect for Fourth Sunday in Advent
Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your might,
that the sins which weigh us down may be quickly lifted by Your
grace and mercy; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
WORD OF GOD VERSE

833 v 3 Listen, God Is Calling

Leader: Listen,
All: listen, God is calling Through the Word inviting,
Offering forgiveness, Comfort, and joy.
Leader: Help us to be faithful,
All: Standing steadfast,
Leader: Walking in Your teachings,
All: Led by Your Word.
Leader: Listen,
All: listen, God is calling Through the Word inviting,
Offering forgiveness, Comfort, and joy.
2

Micah 5:2–5a
2

But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be
among the clans of Judah, from you shall come forth for me one
who is to be ruler in Israel, whose origin is from of old, from
ancient days. 3Therefore he shall give them up until the time
when she who is in labor has given birth; then the rest of his
brothers shall return to the people of Israel. 4And he shall stand
and shepherd his flock in the strength of the LORD, in the
majesty of the name of the LORD his God.
And they shall dwell secure, for now he shall be great to the
ends of the earth. 5And he shall be their peace. When the
Assyrian comes into our land and treads in our palaces, then we
will raise against him seven shepherds and eight princes of men;
Hebrews 10:5–10
5

Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said,
“Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired, but a body have
you prepared for me; 6in burnt offerings and sin offerings you
have taken no pleasure. 7Then I said, ‘Behold, I have come to do
your will, O God, as it is written of me in the scroll of the book.’”
8
When he said above, “You have neither desired nor taken
pleasure in sacrifices and offerings and burnt offerings and sin
offerings” (these are offered according to the law), 9then he
added, “Behold, I have come to do your will.” He abolishes the
first in order to establish the second. 10And by that will we have
been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ
once for all.

3

Luke 1:39–45

The Wonder of Christmas

39

In those days Mary arose and went with haste into the hill
country, to a town in Judah, 40and she entered the house of
Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41And when Elizabeth heard
the greeting of Mary, the baby leaped in her womb. And
Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit, 42and she exclaimed
with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed
is the fruit of your womb! 43And why is this granted to me that
the mother of my Lord should come to me? 44For behold,
when the sound of your greeting came to my ears, the baby in
my womb leaped for joy. 45And blessed is she who believed
that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her
from the Lord.”

Reader: During Advent, we ignite the wonder of expectation.
C: Open our eyes, O Lord, to behold your glory.
Reader: During Advent, we look for the light that shines in the
darkness.
C: Open our eyes, O Lord, to behold your glory.
Reader: During Advent we embrace the hope that enlivens the
soul.
C: Open our eyes, O Lord, to behold your glory.
Reader: During Advent, we welcome the Savior who beckons
the world.
C: Open our eyes, O Lord, to behold your glory.
Reader: During Advent, we rejoice in the One who has
reclaimed the lost.
C: Open our eyes, O Lord, to behold your glory.

4
1

