Order of Service
Divine Service Setting 3 p. 184
Opening Hymn: 346
Hymn of the Day: 345
5:00 communion-618, 849, 633
Closing: 803

-Jr & Sr CIA Sledding at Twin Lakes is January 6, 2:30 pm-7:30 pm.
It’s that time of year again when the Lord’s Cupboard needs our
help! The Lord’s Cupboard does a great job of helping others in need
so let’s help by collecting items for the Lord’s Cupboard!
Building Healthy Families: “In despair I bowed my head, ‘There is no
peace on earth,’ I said, ‘For hate is strong & mocks the song of peace on
earth, good will to men.’” During these challenging days, it’s helpful for
older people who have lived through tough times to share a bit of
perspective with young people. Use the piercing words of Henry
Wadsworth Longfellow’s Christmas song I Heard the Bells on Christmas
Day along with his family’s tragic history during Civil War times as a
teaching tool & conversation starter with someone younger than you. Find
the story & a beautiful recording of the hymn at www.thegospelcoalition.org,

then search for the hymn by name. And don’t forget to share the
message from the last verse that’s just as true for us today as it was for
Longfellow: “Then pealed the bells more loud & deep: 'God is not dead,
nor doth He sleep! The wrong shall fail, the right prevail with peace on
earth, good will to men.'” A blessed & peaceful Christmas to you & your
family from your friends at Lutheran Family Service! Lutheran Family Service
573-3138 LFSiowa.org.

“We love children as they can remind us of the simple fact of love’s
openness and embrace of new life and communion of one person with
another. Children can open up our hearts to this. That our society now
treats children the way it does is a dark shame, another sign of its
separation from God. Regardless, we confess that Jesus Christ, Son
of God, has come in the flesh and preach these glad tidings to all.”
James M. Kushiner, The Fellowship of St. James – A Life Quote from Lutherans For
Life • www.lutheransforlife.org

End-of-year contributions: Generally, a contribution is effective
when received. Donors must deliver or mail (postmark) checks on or
before December 31 in order to claim a charitable deduction for 2018.
Checks that are placed in the church offering during the first worship
service of 2019 will not qualify for a charitable contribution deduction
in 2018 even if the check was written in 2018. However, checks that
are written, mailed, and postmarked in 2018 will be deductible in 2018
even if they are not received by a church until 2019 (same principle
would apply even if donation given electronically).
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We extend a special welcome
to all who worship with us in
God’s House today. If you have
no church home, we invite you
to make Good Shepherd your
church home.

December 16, 2018
Third Sunday in Advent

Age Two-Five Year old children-The
“Quiet Activity
Tree” is in the back of the church. Pick
up a bag before church, use it and
return it and all items to the tree for the
next service.
The nursery is located in the back of
church, west door. Parents with babies
please note there is a changing table
through the south door.
The nursery is not staffed; you are
responsible for your children when
they are in the nursery.
Please sign the registration book &
include your contact information!!
Also mark communion attendance!
Need Communion at your seat?
Let pastor know before the service.

The signup sheet for
catechism parents to provide
dessert, and help in cleaning up
is on the table in the church
overflow. All parents need to
pick a date or dates.
Please note: No JOY Group
meeting in December!
Poinsettias are needed for
Christmas! If you would like to
donate one, please leave in the
front of the church. Thank you!

THIS WEEK WITH OUR LORD
SUNDAY
8:00 am-Divine worship
9:15 am-Sunday School/Adult Bible
Study; CIA fill Christmas Bags
10:30 am -SS Children’s Program
MONDAY
8:15 am – LL Preschool
12:00 pm – LL Preschool
TUESDAY
8:15 am – LL Preschool
9:00 am – Sewing
12:00 pm – LL Preschool
5:30 pm – Praise Team
6:30 pm - Elders
WEDNESDAY
8:15 am – LL Preschool
10:00 am – LL Christmas Program
10:30 am - Lamplighters
12:00 pm – LL Preschool
12:30 pm – Advent Service
1:30 pm - LL Christmas Program
5:30 pm –Family Singers
6:00 pm –Meal and Advent Hymn Sing
THURSDAY
7:00 am – Men’s Bible Study
6:00 pm – Biblical Christianity Class
SATURDAY
5:00 pm – Divine Worship
SUNDAY
8:00 am-Divine worship
10:30 am – Worship Service

No Children’s Sunday School on
December 23 or 30th!
No Adult Bible Study on the 23rd.
Men’s Morning Bible Study will
not meet on December 26th or
January 3.

Greeters:
Willis & Dorothy Kester
Ushers:
Rich Neumann
LaVerne Dass
Monty Fisher
Jerry Bossart
Organists:
Jan Altemeier
Jan Altemeier
Joan Arndt
Advent –Jan Altemeier
Judy Zoch
Elder in Charge of
Communion:
Tim Habhab
In Our Prayers:
Dale Ricke
Mark Hilken
Celebration of Life Birthdays:
Ruth Auten-Dec 15
Baptismal Anniversaries:
Danny Hammersland-Dec 15
Joleen Allers-Dec 16
Dwight Wedemeyer-Dec 16
Mark Hilken-Dec 18
Susan Birnbaum-Dec 19
Brexton Hines-Dec 19
Brooke Naber-Dec 21
Attendance– 42, 52, 53, 55, 56
Gifts to the Lord:
Budget Giving:
Envelope/Plate/Auto
Deposits-$7234
Youth Shelter-$100
Total of all Gifts: $7334

Stewardship Corner: Phil. 4:5b-6
–“The Lord is at hand; do not be
anxious about anything, but in
everything by prayer & supplication
with thanksgiving let your requests
be made known to God.” Wouldn’t
you like to be free from worry &
anxiety? Isn’t it worry & anxiety that
often keep us from living the
generous life God has called us to?
St. Paul contrasts anxiety with
prayer, supplication, & thanksgiving
in making our requests known to
God. In other words, when you are
tempted to worry, pray to the Lord
with a thankful heart and pour out
your supplications before Him.

"In Anxious Times-Rejoice! "
Rejoice in the Lord always; again
I will say, rejoice. With anxiety on
the rise, the Apostle Paul's call to
"rejoice always" seems all but
unobtainable. While there are
many helpful ways to cope with
society's increasing anxiety, Paul
points us to a frequently
overlooked source of joy and
peace, God's grace in Christ. Hear

LWML is collecting an ingathering
for Lutheran Family Services for
their mission trip to Haiti. We are
collecting flip flops, band aids, and
over counter medication such as
Tylenol/Advil, etc. Please bring
donations by December 27th.

Advent Hymn Sing along with
favorite Christmas carols and
hymns with a Christmas Dinner is
on Wednesday, Dec 19 at 6 pm.
Please sign up on the sheet in the
Church Overflow by Dec 12 if you
plan to attend so we prepare
enough food! (Menu is pork loin,
cheesy potatoes and green
beans). There is also a signup
sheet for volunteers to bring
cookies for dessert.

The Elders Giving Advent
Calendar collection continues!
December16-24 we will collect
socks, mittens, hats and toiletries.
These items will be donated to
charities around the Fort Dodge
area.
Thank you to everyone who
helped with the children’s
Christmas program this year and
the C.I.A. for preparing our sacks.
Also thanks to everyone who
helped decorate the church and
provided poinsettias!

about it on the Lutheran Hour KJYL
(100.7) 6 pm. Sunday, KTLB (105.9 FM)
at 8:00 am Sunday, KHBT 97.7 FM 12
pm Sunday, WHO-1040, 7:30 am
Sunday. Log on to www.lhm.org for other
stations and details. Hear Woman-toWoman on Saturdays over Boone station
1260 AM at 1:30 pm

The LWML has adopted a
seminary student for the 20182019 school year. We would like
to invite all members of the
congregation to send him
Christmas cards. Here is the
necessary information:
Chase Lefort, c/o Fort Wayne
Theological Seminary, Campus
Box # 378, 6600 North Clinton
Street, Fort Wayne, IN 468254996

Introit for Third Sunday in Advent
P: Rejoice in the Lord always;
C: again I will say, Rejoice.
P: Blessèd is he whose help is the God of Jacob,
C: whose hope is in the LORD his God,
P: who made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them,
C: who keeps faith forever;
P: who executes justice for the oppressed,
C: who gives food to the hungry.
P: The LORD sets the prisoners free; the LORD opens the eyes of the
blind.
C: The LORD lifts up those who are bowed down; the LORD loves
the righteous.
ALL: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
P: Rejoice in the Lord always;
C: again I will say, Rejoice.

The Wonder of Christmas
Reader: During Advent we listen for the wonder of God’s Word.
C: Speak to us, O Lord, for our hearts are open.
Reader: During Advent we reach beyond he noise and
distractions of this world.
C: Speak to us, O Lord, for our hearts are open.
Reader: During Advent we ponder the good news that is our
great joy.
C: Speak to us, O Lord, for our hearts are open.
Reader: During Advent we speak words of hope to those
engaged in life’s struggles.
C: Speak to us, O Lord, for our hearts are open.
Reader: During Advent we offer words of peace to those
overcome by life’s fears.

Collect for Third Sunday in Advent
Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to lighten
the darkness of our hearts by Your gracious visitation; for You live
and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
WORD OF GOD VERSE

833 v 3 Listen, God Is Calling

Leader: Listen,
All: listen, God is calling Through the Word inviting,
Offering forgiveness, Comfort, and joy.
Leader: Help us to be faithful,
All: Standing steadfast,
Leader: Walking in Your teachings,
All: Led by Your Word.
Leader: Listen,
All: listen, God is calling Through the Word inviting,
Offering forgiveness, Comfort, and joy.
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Zephaniah 3:14–20

Luke 7:18–28

14

18

Sing aloud, O daughter of Zion; shout, O Israel! Rejoice and exult
with all your heart,
O daughter of Jerusalem! 15The LORD has taken away the judgments
against you; he has cleared away your enemies. The King of Israel, the
LORD, is in your midst; you shall never again fear evil. 16On that day it
shall be said to Jerusalem: “Fear not, O Zion; let not your hands grow
weak. 17The LORD your God is in your midst, a mighty one who will
save; he will rejoice over you with gladness; he will quiet you by his
love; he will exult over you with loud singing. 18I will gather those of
you who mourn for the festival, so that you will no longer suffer
reproach. 19Behold, at that time I will deal with all your oppressors.
And I will save the lame and gather the outcast, and I will change their
shame into praise and renown in all the earth. 20At that time I will
bring you in, at the time when I gather you together; for I will make
you renowned and praised among all the peoples of the earth, when I
restore your fortunes before your eyes,” says the LORD.
Philippians 4:4–7
4

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5Let your
reasonableness be known to everyone. The Lord is at hand; 6do not be
anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication
with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7And the
peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

2

The disciples of John reported all these things to him. And John,
calling two of his disciples to him, sent them to the Lord, saying, “Are
you the one who is to come, or shall we look for another?” 20And
when the men had come to him, they said, “John the Baptist has sent
us to you, saying, ‘Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look
for another?’” 21In that hour he healed many people of diseases and
plagues and evil spirits, and on many who were blind he bestowed
sight. 22And he answered them, “Go and tell John what you have seen
and heard: the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, lepers are
cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, the poor have
good news preached to them. 23And blessed is the one who is not
offended by me.”
24
When John’s messengers had gone, Jesus began to speak to the
crowds concerning John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to
see? A reed shaken by the wind? 25What then did you go out to see? A
man dressed in soft clothing? Behold, those who are dressed in
splendid clothing and live in luxury are in kings’ courts. 26What then
did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a
prophet. 27This is he of whom it is written, “‘Behold, I send my
messenger before your face, who will prepare your way before you.’
28
I tell you, among those born of women none is greater than John.
Yet the one who is least in the kingdom of God is greater than he.”
19
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